
SSU/ISSTI@50 and AsSIST-UK at Edinburgh 
 
During 2016 staff and research students in the Science, Technology and Innovation Studies 
subject group (STIS) organized a sustained programme of activities to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the foundation of the Science Studies Unit (SSU) at the University of 
Edinburgh and its contribution to the continued dynamism of our still-young field.  
 
Events came to a peak on 28-9 November 2016 when the University awarded honorary 
doctorates to two of the most influential scholars in the field.  
Professor Bruno Latour from SciencesPo, who led the development of Actor Network 
Theory at the Centre de Sociologie de l'Innovation in the Ecole des Mines de Paris 
(presented by Professor Robin Williams) and Professor Helga Nowotny who recently 
retired as president of the European Research Council (presented by Professor Steven 
Yearley) and whose co-authored monograph, The New Production of Knowledge, 
highlighted the growing importance of interdisciplinarity. 
  
As well as productive engagements with the academic community here, our laureates 
both offered public lectures that, in the historic setting of the Anatomy Public Theatre, 
‘dissected’ the challenges and contributions of Science, Technology and Innovation 
Studies. Bruno Latour, considering the importance of our work in ‘the anthropocene era’, 
highlighted the disorientations in time, space and agency that characterize the current 
contemporary landscape. He called for reorganizing of the whole of politics, moving away 
from both the utopias of globalization and the delusional return to what he called “the 
Land of Old”. Professor Nowotny offered insights into some of the challenges STIS is facing 
in the current political and economic landscape. She posed the question “while reflexivity 
has settled in and STIS has become well established in academia, can it retain its critical 
edge, and if so, where can it be transmitted to the next generation?”. 
 
These lectures formed the centre-piece of the second national conference of the UK 
Association for the Study of Innovation, Science and Technology (AsSIST-UK) which 
convened this year in Edinburgh to consider The Past, Present and Future of Science, 
Technology and Innovation Studies.  
 
Robin Williams introduced a series of presentations in the morning session with Arie Rip, 
Gregory Radick and Johan Schot addressing how different disciplinary traditions and 
currents have contributed to Science, Technology and Innovation Studies and its strength 
today.  
 
In the afternoon, the other AsSIST-UK co-chair, Andrew Webster (York) introduced a series 
of panel discussions with Jane Calvert, Des Fitzgerald, Felicity Callard, Kate Lyle, Celia 
Roberts, James Wilsdon and Jason Chilvers debating with the audience different ways of 
engaging with scientists and academics and how the collaboration with policy and 
different publics can be understood, problematized and improved. Andrew Webster 
closed the event with a report of work undertaken in the first year of AsSIST-UK. He 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qREQ8QUqCLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCo-ZiHNUeM
http://www.stis.ed.ac.uk/events/ssu50/the_past,_present_and_future_of_science,_technology_and_innovation_studies
http://www.stis.ed.ac.uk/events/ssu50/the_past,_present_and_future_of_science,_technology_and_innovation_studies


flagged a broader issue: “how can STIS, and social science more broadly, engages with 
policy and still remain critical of some of the ways policy and science and technology are 
developing”.  
 
Since its establishment last year AsSIST-UK has recruited has more than 300 members in 
60 universities. As well as promoting interaction within our field it promotes engagement 
with external audiences. You can read some of these contributions in the Association’s 
blog The Science Policy Blog at The Guardian. 
  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science

